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Background
The agricultural sector in Southeast Asia is one of the most important drivers of 
economic growth. Production and trade pattern in ASEAN have been reflecting the 
strength and importance of crop especially in perishable produce (e.g. vegetables and 
fruits). However, ASEAN faces challenges in food security and inclusive agricultural 
growth agenda. 

First, increasing cross borders trade potentially creates fears over sovereignity and 
opportunity loss in domestic value among primary producing countries. 

On the opposite side, the rapid economic growth in ASEAN increases living standards, 
and enhances urbanization. Together with the projected increasing population, this 
magnify not only the overall demand for affordable food and agricultural products, but 
also the quality of food. In this change of demand, food security and value chain are 
inseparable. The level of engagement in food security and trade is influenced by the 
ability of the producers to respond to incentives that trade can offer. Taking standards 
compliance into account, it can be seen as a so-called upgrading strategy that aims to 
improve the competitiveness and strategic position in specific value chains – the niche 
market. 

Secondly, whereas agricultural trade is potentially able to generate income and 
employment, farming is not seen as a profitable and attractive job for young people. 
The Indonesia Research Institute (LIPI) documented that the average age of farmers 
in Indonesia is around 45 years old and above. In Malaysia, it is also recorded that 50 
percent of farmers are around 45 to 64 years old. Understandably, there is migration of 
occupation preferences from agricultural to industrial sectors. 

The low participation of youth in agribusiness is further attributed to the limited access 
to key resources such as land, start-up capital, and as well as role model and business 
mentor. The situation is exacerbated with the increasing number of youth migration from 
rural to urban areas.

Young people still view agriculture as a dead-end career that entails life-long labor 
on a farm. However, with the right investment to support entrepreneurs in agriculture, 
profitable careers could await ASEAN’s young population. To be entrepreneurs, young 
small-scale farmers need to be innovative and forward-looking as well as capable to 
maintain their business as sustainable long-term ventures .

ASEAN – EU believes that young people is the excellent source of ideas and innovations. 
It is important to increase as well as to enhance their participation in agribusiness. With 
this background, the ASEAN Farmers’ Organisations Support Programme (AFOSP) in 
coordination with the ASEAN Sectoral Working Groups, EU delegation for Indonesia 
and Brunei Darussalam, private companies, development partners, professionals, 
practitioners, and value chain actors are organizing the ASEAN – EU Youth Forum. 
The overall objective is to create platform for joint actions on motivating youth into 
agribusiness as agri-preneurs. This shall be achieved through a learning exchange, 
networking with multi-stakeholders, and an exposure visit to sustainable farming.
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1 http://www.fao.org/uploads/media/5-EntrepreneurshipInternLores.pdf
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ASEAN – EU Youth Forum
The ASEAN – EU Youth Forum is continuation of the Roundtable Discussion (RTD) on 
Strengthening Farmers’ Organisations/Agricultural Cooperatives and Attracting Youth in 
Agriculture, which previously took place on 7 November 2016 at the ASEAN Foundation, 
Jakarta, Indonesia. It aims to create a platform for ASEAN – EU joint actions in enhancing 
youth participation into innovative agribusiness and agripreneurship activities.

The ASEAN – EU Youth Forum is a collaborative effort between the ASEAN Foundation 
(AF), EU Jakarta Office, the Consortium of Asian Farmers Association for Sustainable 
Rural Development (AFA), La Via Campesina (LVC), AgriCord, Collectif Stratégies 
Alimentaires (CSA), and AsiaDHRRA. The event will take place in ASEAN Secretariat, 
Jakarta and Bogor (Indonesia) on 25 – 26 October 2017.

To attract young people’s participation in agriculture in Southeast Asia by giving 
appropriate information and support system, in order to attract youth to engage in 
agriculture, especially using family farming approaches.

Rational and Objectives

The ASEAN-EU youth forum would like to provide a venue for young people of ASEAN 
and EU to:

1. Motivate youth into joining employment opportunities in the agribusiness 
value chains.

2. Provide a platform for sharing information, knowledge, and learning 
from real life experiences of the ASEAN youth agri-preneurs who have 
successfully expanded their business to National/European market.

3. Provide a platform for joint action and amplify young people’s voice to 
interact with policy makers on issues that affect youth participation in the 
agribusiness sector.
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•	 Food, Agriculture and Forestry Division: ADR Pham Quang Minh
•	 SOMY Chair
•	 Chairman of ASWGC (under AMAF): Mr Abdul bin Daut
•	 Chairman of ATWGARD (under AMAF): Dr. Yiyi Sulaiman
•	 Representative from ASWGAC
•	 Honorable guests: 

•	 VECO Indonesia
•	 AgriProFocus
•	 Agricord (AsiaDHRRA, CSA)
•	 young enterpreneurs

1. At least 70 percent of the youth participants have an improved perception towards 
agribusiness, proved by the documentation of activities in the sustainable production 
and marketing:

2. At least 50 percent use online platform to share knowledge (e.g AgriProFocus and 
many others).

3. A continuation of ASEAN EU youth forum in 2018 supported by the ASEAN and EU in 
agriculture.

1. National Implementing Agencies of AFOSP;
2. Youth Farmer must be between 20 – 38 years old by 25 October 2017;
3. The  selected farmer must have experience on food crop cultivation, or food crops 

marketing, and familiar with national standards (Good Agricultural Practices, etc);
4. The selected farmer must have an active media social account (Twitter, Facebook, 

Gmail account) for follow up communication after the event;
5. The selected farmer is encouraged to bring and to promote his or her products on 

the 2nd day of event.

Expected Outputs

Expected Outcomes

Criteria for Participants

Invited Speakers and Honorable Guests:

1. Youth Plan of Action to achieve in the upcoming 6 months at the Farmer 
Organisation level;

2. Identification of potential areas for cooperation between ASEAN – EU Youth through 
AFOSP programme in cooperation with relevant ASEAN, EU bodies and other 
development programme;

3. A Report Recommendation for potential Joint Activities of ASEAN – EU to promote 
youth participation in the agricultural production and innovative marketing.
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25 October 2017
ASEAN – EU Youth in the Future Agriculture for better position in the value chain

ASEAN agricultural production, moving forward towards 
regional integration on single market and production 
base

Questions and Answers

MC and Moderators: AFA and ASEAN Foundation

Note: Parts of the agenda may be subject to change

TIME

0800 – 0830

0830  - 0845

0845 - 0900

0900 – 0910

0910 – 0920

0920 – 0945
0945 – 1000

1000 – 1020

1020 - 1030

1030 – 1045

1045 – 1100

1100 – 1115

1115 – 1130

Registration

Opening Programme
1. Welcoming remarks: IFAD – AFOSP to support young 

participation in the agricultural sector
2. Opening remarks from ASEAN Foundation: people-to-

people connection to support young participation in 
agricultural sector

Opening Ceremony:
1. Permanent Representative of Thailand to ASEAN:  

young people in ASEAN rural development 

2. EU Ambassador to ASEAN: ASEAN EU Learning 
Exchange to encourage young people working 
together to transform agricultural value chain through 
their innovations.

photo session
tea and coffee break

Key message from the Food, Agriculture, and Forestry 
Division

Strengthening the capacity of young people to sucessfully 
engage in the competitive agricultural environment and 
value chain

Question and Answers

1. ASWGC: modernisation of agriculture to 
improve agricultural production through 
modern technology and sustainable 
improved practices

2. ATWGARD:  application of ICT in the 
agricultural value chain

3. ASWGAC: build enterpreneurial and 
marketing skills among youth and specific 
support for youth in self employment of 
agriculture-based cooperatives

R. Hartman

Elaine Tan

H.E. Amb.  Phasporn 
Sangasubana

H.E. Fontan

FAFD, tbc

Mr. Abdul bin Daut

SPEAKERSAGENDA

1130 – 1200

1200 - 1215

1215 – 1315

Mr. R. Quarto, EU Trade 
Section

EU Economic and Trade Policy towards ASEAN

Questions and Answers

Lunch Break
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25 October 2017
ASEAN – EU Youth in the Future Agriculture for better position in the value chain

TIME

1315 – 1330

1330 - 1345

1715 - 1730

Mr. R. Quarto, EU Trade 
Section

1400 – 1420

1420 – 1430 

14:30 – 15:00

Sustainable Development Goals #8: Decent Work and 
Economic Growth

 SOMY: Youth Employment

Questions and Answers

Highlight for Day 2 Discussion and Concluding remarks

Learning Exchange from existing Indonesian Value 
Chain Business Model:
Java Fresh Company: “How do you start your 
Agribusiness with limited resources”

Questions and Answers

Value chain business model best practice and lesson 
learned on agricultural production and value chain 
involving youth: The EU Experience

Robert Budiyanta

AFA/LVC

AFA

SPEAKERSAGENDA

1. CEJA
2. Walloon Farmers

1. Myanmar (AFFM)
2. Cambodia (FNN)
3. Laos (LFN)
4. Vietnam (VNFU)
5. Philippines 
6. Indonesia
7. Thailand 

15:00 -15:15

15:15 – 17:15

Coffee Break

Value chain business model best practice and lesson 
learned on agricultural production and value chain 
involving youth: The ASEAN Experience
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TIME

0630

1200 – 1330

0900 - 1030

1030 - 1200

1330 - 1515

1515 - 1615

1615 - 1700

1700 - 1715

1730

Gather at the hotel lobby before departure to Bogor

Lunch

Field observation and Questions and Answers:

Focus Group Discussion:

How far global development trends in agriculture  will 
affect farming practices and value chain at ASEAN and 
national level (e.g. standards, trade barrier):

Gallery Walk and Open Space, develop scenarios of 
alternative options in:

Plenary, Innovative Production and Marketing 
Intervention:

Feedback from Sectoral Working Groups and Partners:

Closing Programme

Back to Jakarta

•	 What kind of supports are needed 
for food production and marketing by 
young farmers?

•	 What are the scenarios to address 
challenges and opportunities for 
participating in global value chain based 
on local context experiences?

•	 Access to finance: incentives to start 
agribusiness formally or informally

•	 Access to sustainable production: use of 
technology

•	 Access to market especially for niche 
and export market: creating/developing 
new agri hubs

•	 Essential drivers to involve youth in the 
agriculture and what can be learned 
from previous experiences

•	 Scenarios to overcome challenges and 
to seize opportunities

•	 Work plan for the upcoming 6 months

1. ASEAN Bodies
2. AFA/LVC
3. EU

•	 Identification on Business Model
•	 Identification of challenges and 

opportunities

TBC (Field Visit in Bogor)

AF/AFA/LVC

AF/AFA/LVC

AF/AFA/LVC

TBC

AFA/AF

SPEAKERSAGENDA

26 October 2017
Field Visit: Youth Participation in Value Chain through innovative Business Model 
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Fact Sheet 4 – ASEAN AFOSP Policy Dialogue

Engaging a variety of regional stakeholders and local farmers’ organisations in policy 
dialogue forms a key aspect of the ASEAN Foundation’s role within the AFOSP. In 
November 2017, under this working outcome, the ASEAN Foundation in partnership with 
the consortium AFA and LVC as the key regional implementing agency (RIA) of AFOSP 
together with AsiaDHRRA and  Collectif Strategies Alimentaire (CSA) co-organized the 
“Roundtable Discussion (RTD) on improving social dialogue and program cooperation 
between EU-ASEAN-FO/CSO on Strengthening Agricultural Cooperatives and Attracting 
Youth in Agriculture” in its offices in Jakarta, Indonesia. The event brought together 
representatives from both ASEAN and EU regional bodies, regional and local Farmers’ 
Organisations, as well as a range of other key stakeholders – with an attendance of over 
forty individuals with an interest in the topic.

Both the EU and ASEAN recognise the importance in the role of agricultural cooperatives 
in driving sustainable rural development, however, the issue of decreasing youth 
engagement in farming is a challenge for both regions. Therefore, the RTD focused 
towards two key, inter-related themes; namely, the strengthening of agricultural 
cooperatives, and; attracting youth to engage in farming into the future. The RTD also 
formed a key forum for increasing the engagement between regional bodies and 
farmers’ organisations.

The specific objectives of the RTD were to: 
1. Increase awareness and appreciation of the various initiatives among stakeholders 

from ASEAN and EU within the agricultural cooperative context;
2. Identify key comments and suggestions on potential tripartite program cooperation 

between EU, ASEAN, and FOs/CSOs on agricultural cooperatives and youth; and 
3. Generate initial commitment and identify concrete action points to push for tripartite 

cooperation and institutionalised mechanisms for social dialogue.

Overview

Aims

ORGANISATIONS REPRESENTED AT THE RTD

ASEAN SECRETARIAT

ACEDAC

EUROPEAN UNION
International Fund for Agricultural
Development Indonesia (IFAD)

Asian Farmers Association for
Sustainable Rural Development (AFA) 
La via Campesina (LVC)
ASEAN Foundation

FARMERS’ ORGANISATIONS
Cambodia (FNN)
Indonesia (SPI, API)
Lao PDR (LFN)
Philippines (PAKISAMA)
Viet Nam (VNFU)

AGRI-AGENCIES (CSOs)
Belgium (CSA, Agricord)
Indonesia (InDHRRA)
Philippines (AsiaDHRRA)
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After initial formalities to open proceedings, members of invited farmers’ organisations 
were given the opportunity to share experiences about their current work, initiatives 
within the strengthening of agricultural cooperatives, and regarding the engagement of 
youth within the wider agriculture movement. Within these presentations from the various 
FOs in attendance, points of interest regarding the importance of partnerships and multi-
stakeholder support were often highlighted, as were concerns regarding funding, as well 
as the image of agriculture as an obstacle to youth engagement.

The meeting was addressed by the EU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural 
Development, H.E. Mr. Phil Hogan, who spoke about the role of regional bodies such 
as the EU and ASEAN in supporting local level farming. He linked the importance of 
strong and institutionalized social dialogue and engaged agriculture cooperatives 
to overcoming key issues facing agriculture in the modern era – challenges such 
as climate change, access to productive resources such as land, water and seeds, 
youth engagement and the global market. Linking agriculture to 11 of the Sustainable 
Development Goals, Mr. Hogan highlighted the importance of agriculture and local 
farming, identifying the unique potential of the cooperative’s role within more productive 
and sustainable food systems, if the policy environments support them. With this, 
he urged the EU and ASEAN bodies to formulate programme cooperation that will 
ensure innovative incentives, particularly regarding the livelihoods viability of farming, 
are available to attract young farmers to work in agriculture. Mr. Hogan’s speech was 
followed with a question and answer session, in which participants were able to explore 
the EU’s role in supporting agriculture cooperatives within the European region, as well 
as the EU’s engagement in supporting ASEAN agriculture. 

The RTD then continued with representatives from ASEAN and EU invited to share the 
programmes and mechanisms implemented by their respective institutions aimed to 
support and develop agriculture in the region – particularly regarding the strengthening 
of areas related to farmers’ organisations. Presentations were followed by more intensive 
discussions between parties, with ideas such as contextual studies, field visits to other 
regions, and the promotion of increased engagement, as well as potential mechanisms 
to facilitate engagement, between local farmers’ organisations and regional bodies, all 
covered within the range of conversation topics.

To finalise the RTD, the Asian Farmers Association for Sustainable Rural Development 
(AFA) presented on a range of opportunities and ideas for the continuance of ideas and 
issues raised during the RTD sessions. Amongst such recommendations were:

•	 Cooperation on Geographical Indications: Through the AFOSP and regional bodies, 
opportunities to identify potential for adding Geographical Indications to local 
produce, as well as promoting such produce through Geographical Indications forms 
a strong and evidenced mechanism to support the sustainable development of 
agricultural cooperatives. 

•	 Promoting Social Dialogue Mechanisms: Opportunities exist for shared learning 
between the EU and ASEAN, and can be further enhanced by learning visits about 
successful model of engaging farmers organizations (FOs) / Agricultural cooperatives 
as well as strategies in engaging youth in agriculture. Such visits could be beneficial 
for both farmers’ organisation members and ASEAN institutional representatives 
alike. It is also recommended for further discussions within ASEAN regarding 
strengthening social dialogue mechanisms, based on models and examples from the 
European Union.

Overall, the Round Table Discussion formed an extremely valuable learning tool for all 
engaged parties. It promoted increased understanding and communication between 
agricultural cooperatives and ASEAN-level bodies, as well as engaging in learning and 
knowledge sharing with external parties such as the EU, providing the opportunity for 
participants to explore ideas regarding strengthening the standing of ASEAN Farmers’ 
Organisations and engaging ASEAN youth within the movement.

Activities

Outcomes



ASEAN – EU Youth Forum Youth Engagement in Food Crops Production and Value Chain10

EU Commissioner Phil 
Hogan speech at ASEAN 
Foundation

Ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you to all the speakers for your very interesting 
presentations.
Before talking about how EU and ASEAN farmers can 
build stronger structures for cooperation, I’d like to recall 
the role of farmers in modern society.
I put it to you that farmers are more vital than ever for the 
wellbeing of our people, and our planet. Consider the 
statistics: The world’s population today is 7.3 billion and is 
projected to rise to 10 billion in the year 2056. Indeed, this 
very day, the global population will increase by 84,500 
people.

In addition to population growth, we see clear evidence of 
changing dietary habits as disposable incomes increase, 
with the so-called ‘middle class’ expected to more than 
double in size from 2 billion today to close to 5 billion in 
2030.

Rapid growth here in Indonesia, as well as China, India, 
Vietnam, Thailand, and Malaysia will cause Asia’s share 
of these emerging markets to more than double from its 
current 30 per cent.

We must also remember that in spite of huge progress in 
recent decades, more than 800 million people still suffer 
from chronic hunger in the world today. At the same time, 
the challenge is becoming more difficult.

It is estimated that that an additional $267 billion per year 
will be needed for investment in rural and urban areas and 
in social protection to eradicate world hunger sustainably 
by 2030.

All this means that we are facing a real test when it 
comes to global food security. The FAO has projected 
the necessity of a 60 per cent increase of agricultural 
production by 2050, compared to 2007.

So farmers have a massive responsibility to produce more 
- and better – food to feed the peoples of the world.

The picture is made even more complex by the fact that 
farmers also need to play a bigger part in combating 
climate change. We are all aware of the effects of climate 
change and the increasing acceptance that something has 
to be done to address those effects.

Last year’s Paris Climate Conference, or COP 21, 
committed the nations of the world to doing much 

more to combat climate change. In other words, as 
well as producing more food, farmers need to do so 
while decreasing the impact of their production on the 
environment.

For this reason, finding new and enhanced structures for 
farmers to cooperate at local, regional and international 
level are crucially important.

And the family farm will be at the heart of all these plans. 
In Europe, just as in Asia, family farming is the most 
common operational farming model.

The majority of the EU’s 12 million farms are family farms, 
passed down from one generation to another. They 
make a decisive contribution to the socio-economic and 
environmental sustainability of rural areas.

Indeed, I grew up on a family farm myself. Before I entered 
politics, I helped to manage my family’s small mixed farm 
in Ireland’s County Kilkenny. I understand the rewards and 
challenges that come with living and working on the land.
Globally speaking, family farms and small farms produce 
80% of world’s food by value.

More than 90 percent of the 570 million farms worldwide 
are family farms. This means they are managed by an 
individual or a family and rely primarily on family labour.
Farms smaller than 2 hectares account for 84 percent of 
all farms and control only 12 percent of all agricultural land.
And it should be noted that many of the larger farms are 
family-owned also.

Family farms are a major contributor to food security, 
providing a diverse food supply and enhancing the vitality 
of the rural economy.

And family farms are absolutely vital when it comes to 
achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals to end 
hunger (as outlined in SDG2) and achieve inclusive and 
efficient agricultural and food systems (as in SDG 12). 
Raising the income of family farmers is recognised as the 
key to rural poverty reduction (in SDG1).

Family farmers range from smallholder to medium-scale 
farmers, and include indigenous peoples, traditional 
communities, fishing folk, mountain farmers, pastoralists 
and many other groups.

They run diversified agricultural systems and preserve 
traditional food products, contributing both to a balanced 

7th November 2016, Jakarta
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diet and the safeguarding of the world’s agro- biodiversity.
Family farmers are embedded in territorial networks and 
local cultures, and spend their incomes mostly within local 
and regional markets, generating many agricultural and 
non- agricultural jobs.

All the characteristics I have mentioned mean that family 
farmers hold the unique potential to move towards 
more productive and sustainable food systems if policy 
environments support them in this path.

Europe has recognised the critical and enduring 
importance of the family farm. The EU strongly supported 
2014 as the International Year of Family Farming.

Our shared Common Agricultural Policy has explicitly 
taken some concrete steps to recognise the challenges 
facing small family farms.

Family farms face many challenges such as farming 
resources, the lack of young people entering farming, and 
climate change (extreme weather events).

They also face stronger competition resulting from a more 
globalised food system. And they need to compete in 
terms of innovation and entrepreneurship. As I mentioned 
earlier, the requirement for both economic viability and 
environmentally sustainable management creates a 
complex challenge to family farmers.

To deal with all these challenges, to find better ways 
to face the future, and to attract young people to work 
in farming, it is essential to build stronger system for 
cooperation between farmers, both at home and abroad.
Family farms and small-scale farmers, left on their own, 
are often unable to effectively engage in modern business 
and market practices and they have limited access to new 
and more sustainable farming practices.

In the EU or in the ASEAN region, cooperation between 
family farmers is therefore absolutely essential. Producer 
and Farmer Organizations serve as the legitimate and 
permanent cooperation structure among family farmers.
The FOs provide essential services for the development 
and resilience of family farms. They evolve, restructure 
and work to support the emergence of other organizations 
according to the needs and functions of family farms.

These could mean other forms of producer organizations, 
Federations, or Cooperatives of various types relating to 
marketing, access to credit, to name just two examples.
The role of cooperatives has been recognized both in the 
EU and ASEAN as one of the key drivers for sustainable 
rural development. Through farmers’ cooperatives, family 
farmers can increase their market power and have access 
to credit and input, facilitate access to technical assistance 
and other support services.

On the other hand, one of the major challenges faced by 
the agricultural sector in both the EU and ASEAN is the 
decreasing interest of young people to engage in farming.
In line with this, EU and ASEAN need to look into program 

cooperation that will ensure that innovative incentives are 
made available to young farmers to attract them to work in 
agriculture as a viable livelihood.

Given these common concerns for strengthening 
agricultural cooperative and attracting youth into farming, 
today’s dialogue is extremely positive. I am encouraged 
by the potential initiatives I have heard here so far.
And I encourage you to continue working together in the 
future to do even more. Thank you.
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Youth Farmers’

Success Stories
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ASEAN
 Indonesia
  Dea Salsabila
  Robert Budianto
  Ratih Indrawati
  Sutarjo
 Lao PDR
  Farmer basket
  Thongmang organic vegetable group
 Myanmar
  Chan Law
  Ko Phyo
  Saw Htoo Baw
  Win Oo

  Ye Htut Aung

EU
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Dea Amira

About Ur-Farm

@urfarmcoffee

is the CEO of PT.Urfarm Teknologi Indonesia, a social business that empowers small 
coffee and horticulture farmers in Indonesia to reach wider audience and also given 
accessible prices for consumers and fair conditions and pays for producers. She is 22 
years old and graduated with BA in Economics. She’s also a global youth ambassador 
of A World at School, United Nations and has done various advocacy workshops in 
Indonesia, standing up for children’s education rights since 2013. On October 2015, 
she was honored to present on world peace and climate change issues at the United 
Nations Office in Geneva, to mark the 70th Anniversary of the United Nations. Dea has 
represented Indonesia at various global conferences including at those organised by the 
United Nations , U.S, Chinese and Russian Government.

Ur-Farm is a social business, an online and offline platform that helps small holticulture 
and organic farmers in Indonesia to remain sustainable and reach wider market. We 
empowers 60 holticulture farmers located in West Java and 20 coffee farmers in Bali and 
East Java. We use organic fertilizers and technique. Ur-Farm vegetables and fruits are 
certified organic and Ur-Farm coffee has earned recognition as a natural coffee. Ur-Farm 
establised in early 2016 and had won several awards: Top 10 Startup Indonesia “Goes 
to Startup Istanbul Conference 2016” Fully supported by BEKRAF, Best Presentation 
On Sustainable Development with Entrepreneurial Spirit Award, CCSI, United Nations 
– Hongkong 2016 and our story a “An Online Market for Fair Trade, Organic Indonesian 
Crops” published at Aim2Flourish.com, the story is an eligible nomination for 17 Inaugural 
Flourish Prizes at the 4th Global Forum, on June 14-16, 2017 in Cleveland, U.S
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Robert Budianto
Having lived for 12 years overseas, Robert finally had the courage to leave his job in 
Germany and went on for a MBA program in Food and Agrobusiness in Nantes, France 
and Sao Paulo, Brasil. Upon graduation, he returned to Jakarta and set out to rectify a 
trading anomaly: he wanted to transform his native Indonesia - one of the world’s top 
3 exotic fruit growers - into a world-leading supplier, lifting it from relative global export 
obscurity to rank up there with Thailand and Malaysia.

Using private funds, Robert and his 3 friends established Java Fresh, a Jakarta-
headquartered firm specialising in mangosteen, snake fruit and kaffir lime, which 
today sources from over 1,000 farmers across the Indonesian archipelago, employs 
50 permanent staffs at its West Java packhouse, and now with the help of European 
manager Sophie Garre - Robert’s ex-MBA classmate wants to expand its export business 
in Europe.

It’s not just the speed of Java Fresh’s growth, or the young age, determination and 
passion of its founders that’s remarkable: the company has a science too. Sustainability 
- both environmental and social - forms Java Fresh’s very core. For starters, its produce 
is organically-grown, requiring nothing but soil, water and the occasional bit of (organic) 
cow dung to flourish. And for seconds, Java Fresh empowers vulnerable women in West 
Java by employing them at its Tasikmalaya packhouse.
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“As a daughter of a farmer, I am so proud of my parents 
as well as      proud to become agripreneur”. (Ratih 
Indrawati, 28 years old, rural young agripreneur, member 
of WAMTI)
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Ratih Indrawati 
I am 28 years old Agripreneur from Pagon 1 Village, Subang District, West Java and this is 
my story.

Both of my parents are farmers. My family does rice farming, producing organic fertilizer, 
as well as producing jackfruits processing product. At first, I only helped my parents 
to produce and to process the jackfruits into chips. After some time of observation, I 
realized that what we do have more opportunities and good prospects to be explored as 
long as there is a further quality development involved. 

The markets and consumers’ response are positive and the demand towards our 
products increases from time to time. Moreover, the fact that I am close to the transit area 
towards Ciater and Lembang tourism, Bandung, West Java adds another extra selling 
point. Starting as the support hand, now I have become the main person in charge fully 
responsible for the continuation of this enterprise. 

The market coverage itself is not only limited to local, but also across region. I have 
actively engaged with simple digital platform such as WhatsApp application to sell my 
products. I believe that processing activities can add more value to the products, which 
eventually increases the income compare to selling only the raw produce. That is why I 
plan to expand the production towards other potential processing commodities. 
Based on my experience, becoming Agripreneur is more enjoyable and gives more 
income opportunities. I have more time to develop my business compared to doing a 
manufacturing labor job, the typical job preferred by most of rural youth. I don’t want to 
end up like other youth who chose to be manufacturing labor worker and has to spend 
the whole time in the factory. 

The awareness of enhancing rural youth capacity and supporting environment: 
technology facilitation, skills, financial supports, need to be increased. Moreover, 
partnership subsequently need to be developed. I together with other producers joined 
Wahana Masyarakat Tani dan Nelayan Indonesia (WAMTI) - Indonesian Farmer and 
Fisherfolks Voice’s since 2012 to do a collective marketing that the supported by the 
organization to another market regions. I believe that as long as we have integrity, hard 
work, be innovative and be brave towards new ideas, there must be opportunities and 
reasons for youth to stay in the rural area – a place for young agripreneur to contribute in 
form of the rural products and agriculture regeneration.
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Farmer’s Bio:

Name : Sutarjo
Place and DOB : Rembang, 3rd February 1991 (26 years 
old)

Formal Education:
Senior highschool of Rembang 2 (2010)
Department of Plant Protection, Bogor Agriculture 
University (2014) 

Activities:
Studying at Sabisa Farm, Agriculture faculty of Bogor 
Agriculture University (2014 – 2015)
Growing dragon fruits and consulting (2015 – present)

Award: 
Pioneer in young farmers from Ministry of Agriculture, 
Republic of Indonesia (2016) 

Sutarjo
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Courtesy of Trubus 
Magazine
Edition 575, October 2017
Majalah Trubus
www.trubus-online.co.id

  trubusmajalah

In a small village of Tanjungsari, West Java, Indonesia, Sutarjo grows dragon 
fruits in 5.000 m2 land. In 2015, he planted 1.400 dragon fruits. By 2016, he harvested 
750 kilograms of dragon fruits as his first harvest. Sutarjo’s dragon fruits are being sold 
at IDR 30.000, which is pretty high due to the high quality of his harvest. He then planted 
another 1.600 dragon fruits in 2016. He intensively grows dragon fruits by using a mixture 
of manure, compost, and chalk. 

Interestingly, he sells directly to his customers. They can come to his plantation to pick, 
weigh, and bring home dragon fruits by paying IDR 30.000/kilo. Besides direct sell, 
he also receives order by phone and delivers it to designated addresses. Most of his 
customers come from Jakarta, Bogor, Tangerang, and Bekasi.

He refrains from selling his produce to regular shops because of low pricing. Moreover, 
intensive plantation such as his demands higher cost. By creating a different market, 
pricing can be more stable. Instead of waiting for the customers to come to him, he goes 
door-to-door to his customer by handing out brochures, participating in exhibitions, 
and promoting through social media. He also creates his own brand that he promotes 
continuously. Besides promoting and selling, he also educates the customers. His efforts 
show that in order to survive in competitive environment of agribusiness, “(our products) 
must be different in positive aspects compare to others, that is the strategy that I use”, 
Sutarjo said. Such positive differences can come from technology, personal, or product 
branding, which create product attractiveness. 
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Farmer basket–an alternative 
marketing approach for young organic 
vegetable farmers
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Visit the Farmer Basket page on Facebook at:
www.facebook.com/farmerbasketLFN/

The youth are the future of farming and food security. However, more and more young 
people from the rural areas are choosing to move to the urban centers to look for other 
employment outside the agriculture sector. However, based on a recent study conducted 
by the Lao Farmer Network (LFN) on youth in agriculture, young farmers will continue 
tending to their family farms if they can make sufficient income from these. That is why 
LFN has piloted initiatives to support the youth to make better income from agriculture. 
One of their successful is the ‘farmer basket’.

The Thongmang organic vegetable group in Vientiane, which is a member of LFN, 
is composed of about 30 households. Since 2016, the group started selling their 
vegetables in organic markets in two public parks and in a shopping mall. However, they 
are not able to sell all their produce and the group also does not have sufficient labor 
because of the absence of the youth.

The LFN supported the group to expand their production to about 20 youth (12-19 years 
old) from the same village. The vegetables from the youth group are sold through their 
regular markets and a new mechanism called ‘farmer basket’ which allows the youth 
group to sell their vegetable produce directly to the consumers.

“A box of vegetables includes six kinds of vegetables and one fruit—all grade A organic 
products from our garden. The vegetables differ every week,” Ae, a 14-year old member 
of the youth group, explained. A box of vegetables costs around $7.

According to Ae, the farmers that supply vegetables are well-trained on production 
techniques such as harvesting. “We give them a higher price because they select the 
best vegetables for us,” he said. Grade A vegetables are given 15-20% increase in price. 

Farmers get a profit of around $2 per box taking to account all expenses—buying the 
vegetables, the box and transportation. Thirty percent of the sales is added to the 
savings fund, while the other 70% goes to the marketing team who purchases vegetables 
from the members, packs these into boxes, delivers the boxes, and also does the 
advertising. 

After two months of pilot testing, a total of 20 boxes have been delivered. “We hope 
that we will reach 100 boxes soon,” said Ae. Currently, the main market comes from the 
international and local development organizations based in Vientiane.

The youth market their baskets through face-to-face advertising and through Facebook. 
Interested buyers can make an order per month (with 10% discount) or per week. The box 
will be delivered to the buyer’s location every Wednesday.

LFN is set to provide more training on production and post-harvest techniques as well as 
marketing for the group.
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Thongmang organic 
vegetable group
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Located just 30 minutes away from Vientiane, the Thongmang organic vegetable group 
is in a perfect location for producing quality food and is being supported by the Lao 
Farmer Network (LFN), the national implementing agency of the AFOSP-MTCP2 program, 
to become a cooperative.

The group has 20 members who supply organic markets in town 4 times a week and 
a new permanent market at the Vientiane shopping center 2 times a week, which 
they accessed through the support of the Department of Agriculture Extension and 
Cooperatives (DAEC).

“Agri-coop development is not easy. I am very happy that we have LFN. Together we will 
get there,” said Ms. Khammone Luanglath, head of Thongmang organic vegetable group.

LFN will support the group in getting organic certification, collective buying, and selling 
activities with hired staff, and construction of a greenhouse for high school youth in 
Thongmang who will sell the vegetables to the group.
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Chan Law: Inspiring people to 
go organic

Chan Law is a Naga ethnic form Sagain Division, Lay Shi Township, Panset Village, 
Myanmar. He is presently living in Homalin, Naw Phu village. 

Chan Law comes from a family of farmers. He has experience on local farming since he 
was a child by helping at his parents’ land. He studied Geography in Magway University 
and graduated in 2010. He used to be a teacher at a government school in his native 
Panset Village for two years. After he stopped working as a teacher, he wanted to 
become a successful farmer. As he was yearning and looking forward to an opportunity 
to learn about sustainable agriculture, he met an AFFM (Agriculture and Farmer 
Federation of Myanmar) member who suggested to him to apply at NEED-Myanmar Eco 
Village farm for an opportunity to learn about sustainable agriculture. 

Chan Law wanted to solve the problem on overuse of chemical fertilizer and bring an 
alternative solution by using organic one. He also worked on the idea of changing mono-
culture to multi-culture farming to produce more varied crops. While at the NEED, Chan 
Law’s hard work, enthusiasm and sincerity was noticed by his colleagues and classmates 
and he became an inspiration for them.

He went back home after attaining 10 months of intensive course at NEED. He then 
created a model farm with 1 acre of his family’s land where he grew seasonal crop using 
organic methods. He wants to raise awareness in his community about the use of organic 
methods such as using farm wastes as fertilizer. His goal is for his community of stop 
using chemicals and return to the practice of organic farming. He also wants to influence 
the other people to earn income by growing mushroom. He already started fulfilling this 
dream by creating his project and helping the neighbors with the mushroom initiative.

One of the things he learned at NEED is sawdust mushroom plantation. Chan Law’s idea 
was to create a mushroom farm on his land so he can earn a small amount for his family. 
Growing this kind of mushroom only requires three days of work, and after 1 month, the 
fungus can be harvested for a period of 3 months. 

He also plans to share this kind of skill to his community to help the jobless villagers. 
With a little effort, mushroom farming can provide good income for other families as well.
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This is one of the Straw Mushroom Plantations that he made. This kind of technique 
allows earning money quickly as it only takes two weeks to grow. In his area many 
people don’t have enough land to grow seasonal crop and earn enough money.  He 
thought that Straw Mushroom Plantations would be beneficial to share to his community 
because it does not require lots of space. 

This is Chan Law at his organic farm. He believes that by using his experience from 
NEED-Myanmar, he can encourage and inspire people from his land to go the organic, 
natural, and traditional way.

“My goal is to protect my community from the use of chemicals in our farm land and to 
earn enough income without using chemicals. I have done some activities that might be 
useful for my area, but we still have many challenges to face,” he said.
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Ko Phyo: Achieving zero waste 
farming

Ko Phyo is a 29-year old married man living in Bagan Taung village, Thanlyin, Yangon 
Region, Myanmar. In 2015, he had an opportunity to attend the two-week farmer 
empowerment training conducted by the AFFM (Agriculture and Farmer Federation 
of Myanmar) where he learned natural resources management, organic agriculture, 
compost-making and mushroom-growing. 

“I don’t have any training or resources that I can use in developing my farming for more 
income,” Ko Phyo said. “From the training, I learned a lot of farming skills, mushroom-
growing, compost-making, and soil maintenance. The training also gave me the idea on 
how we can manage the natural resources around us.”

Ko Phyo grows straw mushroom, which has a good market. Currently, 1 kilogram of straw 
mushroom sells for 3000 Kyats. He is now making 160000 MMK from each of the six 
mushroom beds he has. 

“I can make appropriate income from mushroom growing more than the amount I will 
get if I work at a factory. I also have more time to do other work. I don’t need to spend all 
of my time on mushroom-growing alone,” he said. “I have six mushroom beds. I hope to 
make around 900000 MMK from this.”

In a few months, he plans to grow more mushroom beds. He has already built two small 
mushroom houses and has started collecting materials. He plans to grow two different 
kinds of mushrooms. 

Ko Phyo has also started a family garden in his small compound. “From growing 
mushrooms, I get enough income for my family’s daily expenses. I am going to start my 
family garden where I will be growing different kinds of organic vegetables,” he said. 
“Growing our own food make us healthy and makes the environment healthy as well. On 
the other hand, I can save money because I will no longer need to buy any vegetable 
from the market. I can even sell extra vegetables to the local people at affordable price.”

Around Ko Phyo’s small farm are some materials that can be used for mushroom-
growing and compost making. Before the training, local resources such as straw, water 
hyacinth, dried leaves, grass and all the other farm residues are only rubbish for him. He 
usually just burned all of these. After the training, he learned new ideas on how he can 
manage local resources to achieve zero waste farming. He realized that the residue from 
mushroom-growing is the best fertilizer for the vegetables.  
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Saw Htoo Baw:
A small farmer with big dreams
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Saw Htoo Baw, aged 33, is a young farmer from Tha Bite Kone village, Hle Gu Township 
in Myanmar. In 2015, the Agricultural Farmer Federation of Myanmar (AFFM) went for a 
field trip to Hle Gu Township and met Saw Htoo Baw, who expressed his concern about 
the increasing use of synthetic and chemical inputs amongst farmers in the region. He 
knows that these practices were damaging the environment, destroying soil structure, 
and burden the farmers financially. “I see the life of the farmers in our area is so poor and 
miserable. They are struggling just for their day to day needs. I would like to promote 
their level of living,” he said.

Saw Htoo Baw was aware that returning to natural traditional farming was the long term 
sustainable solution. The AFFM team recognised his potential and selected him to attend 
an intensive training program at NEED-Myanmar, an Eco Village Farm School. At the 
end of his training, he said, “I will apply all the knowledge and techniques of farming at 
my farm. Now I feel confident to start organic agriculture practices and low cost farming 
techniques.”

On March 2016, Saw Htoo Baw wasted no time upon graduation and immediately got 
to work on his family land that largely consists of rice paddy. The first major change and 
foundation for the future was creating and using high quality organic compost on site.
Saw Htoo Baw did not keep his newfound knowledge a secret and had discussed 
his plans with five neighbouring farmers. Out of these, 4 farmers adopted certain SRI 
technique in the first year itself, bringing a total of 20 acres of paddy cultivation under SRI 
method. Even with these modest changes, Saw Htoo Baw was able to earn a reasonably 
higher income than he normally would, though the production output did not increase 
much. Other farmers were also happy with the success of their trials.

These results were promising and would be of interest to many farmers and also to 
government agricultural departments since it is low input, easy to learn, and improves 
income in a relatively short time without burdening the system or the environment.
Saw Htoo Baw also encourages farmer groups to learn his experience in composting, 
using all available raw material and by products from the cultivation. He has trained 
multiple farmer groups, even beyond his village.

Another very important part of his farm management is the introduction of animal 
systems to be able to achieve the goal of being a fully organic and natural farm. Saw 
Htoo Baw is realistic in his understanding of a slow transition to organic for existing 
cultivation that has used synthetic fertilizers or pesticides. Saw Htoo Baw feels that due 
to intensive chemical farming, a lot of the beneficial predators disappeared with a huge 
increase in crop damaging pests like snails. Saw Htoo Baw wants to emphasise that 
partnering with animals can be done without the need of investing in commercial animal 
food and in turn animals provide food, labour, manure, and even income.
Besides paddy (rice) cultivation, he is also using techniques like no-till beds to grow 
organic vegetables during the winter (non-rainy season). He is sharing these techniques 
like using rice husks, biochar, etc. with other farmers as well to encourage their 
participation and improving their off-season yield.

Saw Htoo Baw also ensures that farmers begin maintaining records of their activities 
(including financial) so that they can reflect and understand their progress and position 
as compared to other years and techniques.

Seeing his success, he is further motivated to continue improving and using these 
natural techniques learned at NEED and also shares with the community. He feels that 
small changes on the community level like his should be supported by the government 
through education initiatives.

According to Saw Htoo Baw, his next challenge is that of marketing and presenting the 
produce to consumers. The farm to customer logistics is important to ensure that more 
farmers can adopt and succeed in natural farming, otherwise farmers will not have the 
final incentive to make the change to alternative farming.



ASEAN – EU Youth Forum Youth Engagement in Food Crops Production and Value Chain30

Win Oo: A Young Changemaker
Win Oo is a 28-year old farmer, social activist, and social worker from Han Htet Village, 
Man Jai Township in Kachin State, Myanmar. He is also a member of AFFM (Agriculture 
and Farmer Federation of Myanmar) and a staff of Pan Pyoe Latt organization.

Before he came to NEED-Myanmar, he wanted to be a good and experienced person 
who could actively help his community. His goal was to be a trainer and help the young 
people in his area. NEED-Myanmar trains and supports local youth on community 
development, agriculture, and environmental issues. These are the matters that 
interested Win Oo the most. In 2014, Dr. Khum Win Thoung who works for AFFM, 
suggested that he study at NEED-Myanmar. Win Oo really wanted to attend because he 
would have a chance to meet with different ethnics from Myanmar, learn what he was 
seeking for, and get closer to his goal.

After graduating from NEED, he went back to his community because he felt like he could 
be a good trainer there. He gained a lot of knowledge, skills, experience, and techniques 
from NEED. He is now a Tactical Supporter at his organization and is responsible for 
organic farming, mushroom plantation, environment conservation, food security and 
land law right training. He has been doing a lot of campaigns and is currently training the 
community about the matters he is responsible for.

During his free time, Win Oo grows a mushroom plantation to earn a small income. He 
also shares how to do so to his community. He has been training farmers how to grow 
mushrooms so they can earn income and at the same time grow healthy food for their 
own consumption. He also spends some of his free time at the organic farm that he is 
starting with his organization.

Win Oo said that there are many things he wants to change in his community. He is 
trying to set up a model of farm that only cultivates using organic agriculture. He wants 
the people in his area to stop using chemicals in farming. He also wants to do more 
campaigns to prevent people from consuming chemically-processed food products. 
Ultimately, he would like to see these kind of items disappear in Myanmar, and the 
farmers to become self-sustainable. 

One of the campaigns Win 
Oo and his organization 
is doing is related to food 
security and consumer 
right. In Myanmar, almost 
every food eaten by the 
people contains chemical 
ingredients. Those foods 
are affecting human health. 
They do such campaigns to 
protect and help the people 
understand so they can 
avoid those kinds of food 
items.

The campaigns and 
trainings are not only 
for his community as 
he also approaches the 
government schools in 
his area and shares about 
the consumer right to the 
young students so they also 
become aware of the food 
that may be harmful for 
them. 
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Ye Htut Aung :
From selling chemical 
fertilizers to doing 

organic farming



33ASEAN – EU Youth Forum  Youth Engagement in Food Crops Production and Value Chain

Ye Htut, 32 years old, a father, from Tha Byay Kone village, 
Thanlyin Township, Yangon Region, Myanmar is a very 
motivated young farmer who is attempting to develop his 
area through sustainable agriculture. 

Ye Htut graduated from Eco Village Farm (EVF) 
School, NEED-Myanmar in March 2016. He learned a 
lot of skills and knowledge about sustainable organic 
agriculture, community development, and environment. 
At EVF School, he was given the chance to learn about 
Permaculture Ethics and Principles that changed his life 
vision.  

In 2012, Ye Htut tried to develop the agriculture sector 
of his community. He contacted a big company that 
sells chemical input for the agriculture such as chemical 
fertilizer, pesticides, and hybrid seeds. He became an 
agent of the company and he had sold their products for 
over 3 years. 

In April 2015, he attended a two-week farmer 
empowerment training conducted by the AFFM in 
collaboration with NEED-Myanmar. From this training, 
he learned the concept of basic sustainable organic 
agriculture and some skills on farming. After this training, 
he became aware of how chemical inputs on agriculture 
affects the community sociallly, environmentally, and 
economically. He stopped selling chemical products and 
hybrid seeds. He went to attend 10 months intensive 
program at EVF School to continue studying organic 
agriculture. 

“When I met with AFFM, I don’t have any determination or 
idea on how to change the life of farmers. I simply became 
a member because attempting to achieve success in a 
group is better than doing it alone” Ye Htut said. “After 
two weeks of training conducted by AFFM, I realized that 
what I am trying will not solve any problem for the small 
farmers. So I decided to study more techniques on natural 
farming.”

After graduating from EVF School in 2016, Ye Htut started 
to organize local farmers for his organic movement. He 
received funding from one of the joint programs of NEED-
Myanmar and Polish Aid. He organized 30 people from 11 
villages for this workshop and discussed with them how 
their current farming practices affect their lives and that 
they should start doing good farming practices instead. 
With the help of his friends who are also EVF graduates, 
he gave discussions on ecology, chemical vs organic, 
introduced SRI (system of rice intensification), and taught 
practical skills on growing mushrooms. He also gave 
hands-on training on how to make compost and natural 
pesticide for a group of 5 to 10 local farmers. 

Ye Htut’s family owns over 12 acres of farmland. During the 
rainy season, they mainly grow rice paddy, while during 
winter, they grow green peas. Ye Htut is growing 6 acres 
of rice without using any chemical inputs. He only uses 
organic compost. Following him are two other farmers 
who are growing 6 acres of rice land this year. 

Moreover, he organically grows green peas on 12 acres of 

land. He didn’t use any chemical fertilizer or pesticides. He 
made natural pesticide himself with the local ingredients 
that are easily found in the local market at low cost. 
He was able to save a lot of money and his farmland is 
healthy. 

“In the beginning, nobody trusted me. They thought 
my farm will be destroyed by pests or the yield will be 
decreased,” he said. But at the end of harvesting time, he 
got the same yield with other farmers. He was satisfied 
with this production rate. Even if he couldn’t produce 
more than the other farmers, he saved a lot on the cost 
of chemical fertilizers. While other farmers spent around 
400000 Kyats per 10 acres, he spent only 30000 Kyats 
for buying ingredients to make natural pesticides and 
fertilizer. He used local raw materials as much as possible. 
Together with him, a young farmer named Aung Myo 
Htet also grows green peas using the method of Ye Htut. 
Around 10 farmers from 7 other villages will follow him 
soon in growing green peas organically. 

Persuading the youth to come back to the agriculture 
sector is a big challenge for Ye Htut as most of young 
people in his area are not interested in thinking they 
would earn more if they work at cash factory. But he tries 
to help the youth by selling readymade mushroom bags to 
them at 500 Kyats per bag. 

“In our area, most of farmers’ children become factory 
workers. They don’t want to farm and they think farming is 
not profitable. But in reality, factory workers receive only a 
small amount of salary. They couldn’t save much money,” 
Ye Htut said, expressing his worries on the sustainability of 
agriculture in their area.

Ye Htut focuses on household economy development 
and he believes in starting from small scale solutions for 
sustainability rather than large scale change which is risky.
In 2016, he taught growing two different kinds of 
mushroom (straw mushroom and sawdust mushroom) to 
10 farmers. He has been helping them with monitoring, 
advising, and also finding a market place for their produce.
Ye Htut is also designing his demonstration on integrated 
organic farm in 3 acres of land, where he has cows, 
chickens, and turkeys.  

“I would like to change the thinking of the farmers 
by showing them the old methods that has been 
practiced for many decades. I will show them through 
my demonstration on integrated farming how we can 
integrate plant and animals and that there is no waste in 
this method,” he said.

Ye Hut has already met around 90 farmers through the 
workshops and individual discussions he conducted. He 
has conducted many compost and mushroom training in 
small groups and individually. He occasionally presents his 
idea of revolutionary transition of local agriculture to the 
local people. Over 50 farmers willingly accepted his idea 
of developing agriculture and household economy. The 
number of local farmers in the region who are cooperating 
with Ye Htut and starting to follow his farming methods are 
steadily increasing.  
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Let’s meet two young 
farmers from Walloon 
Region
A success story of a farm transmission and a short food 
supply chain

Technical and economic 
orientation :

Diversification activities :
Crop rotation : 

Labour :

Cattle for milk production
Dairy product manufacturing and Farm sales
67 ha of permanent grassland, 14 ha of temporary grassland, 10 ha of corn
2 units
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Marthe Corstjens and Bertrand Lahaye set-up a farm in Lontzen located 
at the German border in 2017. The soils are mainly clay-silty, with a strong chalky charge.

Completing bachelor’s degree in agronomy at the La Reid School of Agriculture, Bertrand 
is member of the local section FJA of Aubel. At the same time Marthe is President of the 
Sprimont FJA Local section. She completed high school at La Reid, a technical transition 
option in Agronomy. After completing her internship in collaboration with the FJA at 
Mr. Xhonneux farm, Marthe learned that her supervisor planned to sell his farm. Marthe 
and Bertrand took the opportunity decided to take over the farm. At that time, the first 
challenge the young couple had to deal with was to quickly build a new dairy herd 
because there was not any livestock anymore. 

At first, with a hundred dairy Pie Noire and Jersey cows, two young breeders agreed to 
focus on milk production in order to promote better productivity and a good organization 
of work. As the result, the area of the farm was solely focus on forage production. 

Marthe and Bertrand do not want to put all their eggs in one basket at the same time. 
Therefore, they decided to embark on a new challenge - the transforming part of their 
milk production. To find a contact with the consumer is necessary at the same time the 
demand for the products keeps increasing. These recent months, Marthe has been 
active in the processing workshop to offer customers with more various products such 
as  ice cream, dairy desserts, fresh cheese, and etc made from the milk produced by the 
farm.

On May 20 2017, the couple started to open their small shop, « LAITsentiel », where the 
various dairy products are available to be purchased.

Come and meet our young farmers to discover the life of 
this farm and directly buy the products from the farm!

Opening hours of the store:

Wednesday from 12:30 to 17:00
Thursday from 13:00 to 16:00
Saturday from 10:30 to 16:00

Address : Chemin de Trozenburg, 53  4710 LONTZEN
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Notes




